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Centre is denying fair
share of funds, acting
politically, says Stalin

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Though Tamil Nadu contri-
butes significantly to Union
tax revenue through direct
taxes and the Goods and
Services Tax (GST), the
Centre does not give the
State its due share when it
comes to financial devolu-
tion, acting with “narrow
political motives”, Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin said on
Saturday, accusing the
Centre of undermining the
independence of the Fi
nance Commissions.

Addressing a national
seminar on Union-State re-
lations, Mr. Stalin urged
other States to join the
hght to protect their rights.
“All those who truly care
about national unity
should lend their voices to
the cause of State autono-
my. Like Tamil Nadu, other
States should also consti-
tute similar committees to
take forward the demand
for rights and federalism,”
he said.

“In 2007, at the insis-
tence of the DMK, the UPA
government  constituted
the Punchhi Commission.
One of its key recommen-
dations was that Governors
should be appointed in
consultation with the res-
pective Chief Ministers, in
a non-partisan manner. Yet
this was never implement-
ed, as is evident from the
actions of the present Ta-
mil Nadu Governor,” he
said.

The Union government
continues to trouble Oppo-
sition-ruled States through
legislative and administra-
tive interference, Mr. Stalin
said. Recounting the histo-

M.K. Stalan

ry of the battle for State au-
tonomy in the federal sys-
tem, he recalled former
Chief Minister C.N. Annad-
urai’s demand in 1967 for a
review of the Constitution
to secure States’ rights and
former Chief Minister M.
Karunanidhi's initiative in
setting up the Justice Raja-
mannar Committee in 1969
to examine Union-State
relations.

Even though the Sarka
ria Commission, formed in
1983, highlighted the dan-
gers of excessive centralisa-
tion, Mr. Stalin said that it
had failed to recommend
meaningful constitutional
amendments to empower
the States. “Since then,
successive amendments
and legislations have only
vested more powers with
the Union,” he noted.

Language policy
He said that the Union go-

vernment is pushing Hindi,
and Tamil Nadu has suc-
cessfully resisted such at-
tempts. Today, resistance
to Hindi imposition and
demands for State rights
are being echoed by other
States he said, emphasis-
ing that it is only through
the strength of self-reliant
States that a united India
can grow stronger.



What'’s the issue with the map of Africa?

Why does the African Union want the Mercator map
replaced? Is the continent depicted as smaller than it
is? How did this come about? Has this affected the

perception about Africa? What are the alternatives to

correct the distortions? What lies ahead?

Vasudevan Mukunth

The story so far:
he African Union (AU) has endorsed
the ‘Correct the Map' campaign to
replace the Mercator map projection
with alternatives such as the Equal
Earth map. At the heart of this demand is the
charge that the Mercator projection, still widely
used in schools, media, and online platforms,
systematically distorts the sizes of landmasses,
shrinking Africa while inflating Europe, North
America, and Greenland. By backing the call,
the AU has expressed hope that a fairer
projection will restore geographical accuracy
and correct what it characterises as centuries of
symbolic marginalisation.

Why is the Mercator map under fire?

The Mercator projection was designed in 1569
by Flemish cartographer Gerardus Mercator,
who was trying to solve a navigation problem.
On a globe, a ship sailing in a constant compass
direction, called the rhumb line, curves when
drawn on most map types. This made it
awkward for sailors to translate a bearing into a
usable course they could plot on a chart.

Mercator’s projection stretched the
north-south scale so that all rhumb lines
appeared as straight lines. Sailors could now
draw a straight line across the map at a chosen
compass angle and follow that heading
consistently at sea. Thus, together with Edward
Wright's 1599 mathematical tables, the Mercator
projection is believed to have catalysed
European exploration and colonial expansion.
To achieve this convenience, Mercator distorted
scale: landmasses close to the poles appeared
larger while those near the equator appeared
smaller than in reality.

As a result, Africa, which covers 30 million sq.
km, often appears on Mercator maps roughly as
large as Greenland, which is #4x smaller. Europe
also looks comparable in size to Africa although
the continent is a third as large. Similarly,
Canada, Russia, and northern Europe appear
bloated while tropical regions like Africa, South
America, and India are diminished.

Over time, wall maps in offices, atlases, and
on digital platforms defaulted to Mercator’s
rectangular format because it was familiar and
convenient. It was further reinforced by
textbooks of the 20th century.

However, critics have argued that such
distortions subtly condition how people
perceive relative importance. A continent
depicted as smaller seems less powerful and
even less worthy of attention.

Why are maps distorted?

There is no perfect way to flatten the surface of a
sphere onto a rectangle, rendering every map a
compromise. Mathematicians and cartographers
tasked with projecting a globe onto a plane need
to distort one or more of area, shape, distance
or direction. Experts have said the choice of
which property to preserve and which to

“The Mercator

Different perspective: The Egual Earth projection
presenves the relative sizes of continents and countries,
ensuring Africa appears far larger than Europe o
Greenland, as it is in reality. However, landmasses also
appear curved or stretched. STRESE |CC EY.SA|

Call for change: The Mercator map projection. STRERE |0C BY.S4)

surrender is a technical as well as political act.

The Mercator projection is a conformal map,
which means it preserves local shapes and
angles. But to achieve this, Mercator stretched
landmasses near the poles, inflating their
apparent size and diminishing those of
equatorial regions like Africa and South
America. In contrast, the Equal Earth projection
preserves the relative sizes of continents and
countries, ensuring that Africa appears far larger
than Europe or Greenland, as it is in reality.
However, landmasses also appear curved or
stretched. The orthographic projection makes a
different trade-off. It portrays the earth as it
would look from space, as if viewed from a great
distance. While this choice makes it visually
intuitive, this projection is limited by the fact
that it shows only one hemisphere at a time and
areas near the edges appear compressed.

How does the distortion affect Africa?
Experts have said for many years now that the
Mercator projection has reinforced Africa’s
marginalisation in the global imagination. By
making the continent look small, the map
suggested, consciously or not, that Africa was
less consequential. This perception seeped into
textbooks, policymaking, and popular culture.

As Rabah Arezki, a former World Bank
economist, has said, the “standard projection
was a political tool” that aided colonial

domination, making Africa look “small and
conguerable then” and “irrelevant now™.
Likewise, the AU's deputy chairperson Selma
Malika Haddadi has described the Mercator map
as falsely portraying Africa as "marginal”.

Thus, the AU as well as advocacy groups like
Africa No Filter and Speak Up Africa have
articulated a move away from the Mercator
projection as a way to reclaim dignity.

What happens next?

The leading alternative to the Mercator
projection is the Equal Earth projection, created
in 2018 by Tom Patterson (U.S. National Park
Service), Bojan Savri€ (then with American GIS
company Esri), and Bernhard Jenny (Monash
University, Australia). It preserves relative areas
sacrificing shape, that is, continents appear
stretched or curved.

Another option is the Gall-Peters projection
repopularised in the 1970s. It also preserves area
but stretches continents vertically, making them
appear elongated. Just as Mercator wanted to
help sailors, as political scientist Arthur
Klinghoffer wrote in his 2006 book, The Power
of Projections, " Peters was trying to challenge
basic assumptions inherent in the Mercator
projection with the aim of influencing social and
political attitudes. His elongated images were
shocking, and made people examine their
cartographical frame of reference.”

In 1979, a 21-year-old Australian named Stuart
McArthur published the “Universal Corrective
Map of the World” that turned the world map
180° and showed Australia at the top. He was
reportedly sick of being teased as being from
“Down Under”.

The AU’s endorsement is the most significant
institutional backing yet for the ‘Correct the
Map' campaign. Campaigners have also
petitioned the UN Committee of Experts on
Global Geospatial Information Management to
adopt Equal Earth. The World Bank has already
said it is phasing out the Mercator map in favour
of Equal Earth. National Geographic and NASA's
Goddard Institute for Space Studies have also
been using it. Google Maps introduced a 3D
globe option in 2018, although its mobile app
still defaults to Mercator.

This isn't expected to be easy, however, as the
Mercator projection is entrenched in
classrooms, news graphics, and even some
AU-affiliated websites. Displacing it altogether
will entail revising textbooks, redesigning
curricula, updating digital interfaces, and
overcoming institutional inertia.



Help EC bring back deleted voters: SC to parties

Court says voters can file objections online; they Bench directs parties and their booth-level
can use Aadhaar or any other valid documents

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court

on Friday directed

political  parties
contesting the Bihar As-
sembly election to help the
Election Commission (EC)
bring back voters left out of
the draft electoral roll pu
blished as part of the ongo-
ing special intensive revi-
sion {SIR} exercise.

A Bench of Justices Su-
rya Kant and Joymalya Bag-
chi directed State party
chiefs to instruct their
booth-level agents to assist
excluded voters file their
claims and objections for
inclusion in the rolls.

The court order con-
veyed 2 sense of urgency,
with barely over a week left
before the claims-and-ob-
jections stage of the SIR
ends on September 1.

The court clarified that
voters can file their claims
and objections online in 2
bid to save time. Excluded

voters can either attach
their Aadhaar card, as per-
mitted by the SC, or any of
the 11 indicative docu-
ments listed by the EC, as
proof of identity and resi-
dence, with their claims.
Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, representing the
RID, urged the court to ex-
tend the deadline bevond

pect if there was an “over-
whelming response” from
excluded voters.

Justice Bagchi remarked
that with the inclusion of
Aadhaar as a relevant doc-
ument in the claims-and-
objections stage, the EC
may need more time to
complete the verification
of the pleas filed for inclu-
sioee in the electoral roll.

‘Why a distance’

At one point, the court
seemed to blame the polit-
ical parties for not taking
the initiative to assist the

e

agents to assist excluded voters in the process

We are surprised
whyv the parties

are not doing anything...
Why is there a distance

between the peaple

voters, and for bringing
thirgs to such a pass at the
eleventh hour,

“We are surprised why
the parties are not doing
anything. Political workers
are the best persons in ru-
ral areas and villages. Why
is there a distance between
the people and the local
political workers?" Justice
Kant asked.

The EC, represented by
senior advocate Rakesh
Drwivedi, criticised political
parties for taking a contrar-
fan view afrout the SIR. He
assured the court that no
eligible voter would be left

and the local
political workers?
JUSTICE SURYA KANT

Sapreme Couoet ol

ot of the electoral
process.

“Political parties have
1.6 lakh BLAs. Each BL&
can verify 10 excluded
names on the list. That
would be 16 lakh names a
day. It will take only five
days for BLAs to verify the
list. This is in addition to
individual excluded voters
also coming forward to file
claims,” Mr. Dwivedi said,
conveying the ECs opt-
mism in court.

He said that 84,305
claims have been initiated
so far. Over 2.5 lakh new
voters who have recently

reached the age of 18 in Bi-
har have come forward to
join the electors’ ranks, sig-
nalling the groundsweil to
join the electoral process,
*Political parties merely
raise hue and cry o serve
their political ends... Politi-
cal parties could appoint
maore BLAs, but they will
not,” Mr. Dwivedi said, ex-
pressing the poll body’s
disappointment with the
conduct of the parties.

‘Parties can assist EC*
The Bench said that claims
and objections may not
come from all the 65 kakh
excluded voters. It quoted
the EC’s figures that 22 lakh
among the 65 lakh were
dead, while 36 lakh had
migrated out of Bihar, and
eight lakh were duplicate
entries on the roll. “So, it is
just that names from the
migrated 36 lakh have to
comme  forward  with
claims,” Justice Kant sum-
marised.

“Political parties could

play a role in assisting the
EC. They could verify the
names. The Chief Election
Commissioner had held a
press conference inviting
political parties, mass or
panisations, etc, to assist
the EC" Mr. Dwivedi
appealed.

The court impleaded
the parties as respondents,
issued notice and directed
status reports to be hled on
September 8, the next date
of hearing.

Senior advocate Gopal
Sankaranarayanan, inter-
vening on behalf of voters'
groups from Bihar, object-
ed to the emphasis on “mi
nutiae” when the very le-
gality of the SIR process
was under dispute in the
top court.

“All this minutize is be-
ing presented as if the en-
tire SIR is legal. There is no
legal basis for filing enum:
eration forms. One day
they will come in Delhi
with prefilled enumera:
tion forms,” Mr. Sankaran-

It says party workers are best placed to help people,
questions the distance between parties and voters

arayanan objected.

Justice Kant replied that
larper questions would be
looked into later on.

“Voter-friendly’

Mr. Sibal and senior advo-
cate A.M. Singhvi, appear-
ing for several other Oppo-
sition parties. including
the Congress, said the pre-
sent litigation was “not
about BLAs, but the rights
of the ordinary voters of
Bihar".

Justice Kant made a
brief comment that “the
entire exercise should be
voter-friendly”.

Advocates Prashant
Bhushan and Neha Rathi,
for the Association for De-
mocratic Reforms, coun-
tered the EC's submission
that only two claims and
objections had been re-
ceived through the BLAs so
far.

"BLAs are not being per-
mitted to submit objec-
tions,” Mr. Bhushan sub-
mitted.



Forest rights of tribals not settled
for Great Nicobar project: council

Tribal representatives’ body complains to Minister; says Andaman and Nicobar administration gave a false’ report to Centre

stating that tribespeople’s rights under FRA were settled with regard to diversion of forest land for the R72,000-cr. project

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

he Andaman and
T Nicobar Islands ad-

ministration made
a false representation to
the Centre claiming that
rights of the tribal people
under the Forest Rights
Act, 2006, had been “iden-
tihed and settled”, which
eventually led to forest
clearances being granted
for the T72,000-crore me-
ga infrastructure project
on the Great Nicobar Is-
lands, a council represent-
ing the Nicobarese has said
in a complaint to Union Mi-
nister of Tribal Affairs Jual
Oram.

The proposed Great Ni-
cobar Island Project will in-
clude a transshipment
port, an airport, a power
plant, and a township.

Local tribespeople had
raised several concerns, in-
cluding the diversion of
nearly 13,075 hectares of
forest land for the project
and its impact on vulnera-
ble groups in the area.

Soon after taking charge

The proposed project on the slands will mclude a transshipment
port, an airport, a power plant, and & township. ISTOCKPHOTO

in 2024, Mr. Oram told The
Hindu that his Ministry
would look into the issues
raised by them.

Earlier this year, he said
their concerns are “being
examined", without going
into the details.

Certificate issued

“In the last two months,
we have found that the ad-
ministration in A&NI 1s-
sued a certificate in 2022
saying the FRA rights were
identified and settled, and
that the consent for diver-
sion of forest land was ta-
ken only after this," a
member of the Tribal
Council of Little Nicobar

and Great Nicobar told The
Hindu on Friday.

The council is the key
representative body of the
Nicobarese on the islands,
and has been interacting
with the administration on
Various issues.

The council, in a letter
to Mr. Oram dated July 21,
clarified that it had not gi-
ven its consent for the pro-
ject. “We write to you to in-

form that the process of

settlement of forest rights
under the FRA has not
even been initiated. There-
fore, there is no question
of forest rights being set-
tled." The council said it
had recently been made

™ aware of an August 2022

“certihcate”, issued by the
Deputy Commissioner of
Nicobar  District  that
claimed the opposite.
According to this forest
diversion certificate under
the FRA issued on August
18, 2022, a copy of which
was seen by The Hindu, the
administration said: "The
complete process for iden-
tification and settlement of
rights under the FRA has
been carried out for the en-
tire protected forest area of
121.87 sq. km. and deemed
forest of 8.8 sq. km. falling
under the project.”
However, as reported by
The Hindu earlier, the Un-
ion Territory administra-
tion has told the Ministry
in its monthly reports that
it need not implement the
FRA on the islands as the
forests there are already
protected under the Pro-
tection of Aboriginal
Tribes Act of 1956 (PATS6).
While the PATS6 gives
the administrator of the is-
lands full authority to div-
ert forest land, the FRA al-
lows such diversion only

after rights are first settled
and then consent is taken
from the Gram Sabhas con-
cerned. It was not clear if
the diversion of forest land
for the project was made
under the FRA or PATS6.

The Centre has main-
tained that due process
was followed for getting
clearances. A Gram Sabha
meeting held on August 12,
2022, had consented to the
diversion of forest land, it
said. However, the council
says the Nicobarese of
Great Nicobar were not
part of the meeting.

‘Exploring options’

A council member who
spoke to The Hindu on con-
dition of anonymity said,
“We are waiting for the Mi-
nister to reply. If it does
not come, we will see what
other options are available
to us.” The member said
the council’s complaint
was marked delivered by
the post office on July 30,
adding that it had also sent
an email to Mr. Oram's of-
fice but was vet to get a res-

ponse.
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A dog’s life in the city

and feeding programmes form part of the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike’s plan to strengthen the co-existence of humans and canines in the city. Bur activists are not on board

Animal Birth Control, microchi

with all of these plans, writes Chetan BC

n August 11, a Supreme Court Bench

directed Delhi's local authorities to

remove stray dogs from the streets of

the national capital, a move that
sparked nationwide debates over the right ap-
proach to deal with these animals.

The ruling came even as discussions on “dog
menace” had gripped Bengaluru following inci-
dents of dog bites. A 68 year-old man, Seethap-
pa.wasmaukdiudmhbydpacknfﬂ:m dogs

's Kodigehalli, Days later,

tumﬂrkm bitten by stray dogs hsnde Dr B.R.

Ambedkar School of E i
the Jnanabharathi campus of B
ty in West Bengaluru.

Following the fatality, the Karnataka Ld:a_\-'uk-
ta had also pulled up Bengaluru's civic body. Ho
wever, ﬂ\edmnewueenmdonmrhngag

by confining and
monitoring them for a few days in well-main-
tained kennels before releasing them.

gression in stray

Bengaluru and dog bites

Delhi recorded 25,210 dog-bite cases in 2024,
17,874 in 2023, and 6,691 in 2022, Although small-
er than Delhi, Bengaluru recorded 13,831 dog-bite
cases in the first half of this year, according to
Bruhat Bengaluru Maha-
nagara Palike (BBMP) data.
Of these, 3,472 cases in-
volved pet dogs. Last year,
the city logged 26,532 cas-
es, including 8,000 from
pet dogs (see graphics for
previous years).

Officials say that the
numbers may
alarming, but context re-
veals otherwise. Before the
pandermic, in 2019-2020, the city reported 42,818
cases, ,\stmngerlmmal Birth Control (ABC) pro-

duced after 2019 red

0 22,045 in 2023-2023.

“The rise in 2024-25 is larpely because of
streamlined reporting. Since dog bites are now
notifishle, cases are recorded more dili
than before,” explained a senior BEMP Animal

Hushandry officer.

Reports of 2 spike, ed without analysis,
alarmed the public. Coupled with that, the Su-
preme Court’s judgement echoed in the Karnata-
ka Legislative Council, where some members
urged the State government to seek a similar di-
rective. However, Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
batted for a more “humane approach.”

BEMP's approach a model?

The BBMI™s comprehensive plan to address the
issue involves ABC, microchipping, and feeding
programmes. Activists and veterinarians believe
this could serve as a “model” for other States.
Even before the Chief Minister’s reassurance,

the BEMP Animal Husb:

Depa =
ed by Special Commissioner Vikas Sularkar Kish-
or, had chalked out a detailed plan earmarking
160 crore exclusively for stray dog management
in 2025-26, according to data accessed by The

Hindu.
Animal Birth Control

In Delhi's case, the Snpmne{:curt pinned the
blame on local authorities for failing to run ro-
bust ABC programmes, which involve capturing
dogs, sterilising them, and releasing them in the
exact location from where they were picked up.

Hemant Kumar Agrawal, a paediatrician and
animal rights activist, emphasised the signifi
cance of sterilisation, not just in controlling
breeding, but also in reducing hormonal changes
that can trigger aggression in dogs.

The importance of sterilisation was reflected

Whe let the dogs out: The Bruhat Bengalunu Mahsnagaia Palike's 2003 dog census has estimated the city's stray dog population at 2.79 lakh, & 9% drop

We have an
action plan,
including
establishing
veterinary
hospitals in
all eight
zones, This
will not only
strengthen
the ABC
Progranumne
but also
offer wider
benefits

in the BBMP's 2023 dog census. The survey esti-
mated Bengaluru’s stray dog population at 2.79
lakh, a 9% drop from 2019 when the count was
3.1 lakh.

Chandraiah, Joint Director, BEMP (Animal
Hushandry), attributed the decline to the ABC
programme gaining momentum from 2019
onwards.

Between 2020-21 and 2023-24, an average of
50,478 dogs were sterilised and 88 666 received
anti-rabies vaccination annually, In 2024-25, ste-
rilisation fell to 35,891, though vaccination num-
bers held steady at 88,572,

The slump in sterilisation had two main rea-
sons. First, the BEMP suspended the licence of
an NGO involved in sterilisation after a botched
surgery, which led to the closure of three ABC
centres in Yelahanka, Mahadevapura, and R.R.
Nagar. Second, infrastructure shortcomings cou-
pled with stricter Standard Operating Proce
dures (S80Ps) laid down by the Animal Wel-
fare Board of India (AWBI) slowed
operations.

Infrastructure issues

The SOPs require dogs undergoing
sterilisation to be monitored for at
least four days post surgery. With
Bengaluru's current capacity limit-
ed to 550 dogs, the BBMP can man-
age only that many surgeries every
four days. Additionally, a shortage of
veterinarians and the difficulty of
catching dogs have restricted sterilisa-
tion to 150 to 200 surgeries daily.

At present, the city has only six ABC
centres and five companies with 23 teams carry-
ing out surgeries.

Five-in-one vaccination

In addition to Animal Birth Control and Rabies
Vaccination (ABCRV), the BEMP has ako pio-
neered the use of DHPPIL, a five-in-one vaccine
pmlmmdq:.agam d.ul!mpet he'pnnt& par-
vovirus, p and | F in ad-
dition to rahies.

The civic body also follows a “ring vaccina-
tion” strategy. When a rabies case is confirmed,
all dogs in contact with the infected animal are
vaccinated. In Bengaluru, 114 rabies-paositive cas-
es were reported in just six months, 13 less than
last year, according to data.

“An increased awareness of our helpline has
led to more reporting, which is a positive sign,”
said Chandraiah. He said it helps their larger
cause of effective detection of positive cases to
curb further spread of the disease. It is to be not-
ed that rabies can spread across species.

Vikas told The Hindu that the BEMP is working
to expand infrastructure and manpower. “We
have an action plan, including establishing vete-
rinary hospitals in all eight zones. This will not
only hen the ABC but also off-
er wider benefits,” he said.

The BBMP is mulling over requesting veterin-
ary colleges to invalve mduaues in ABC opera-
tions, possibly linking their degrees to perform-
ing a set number of surperies. “This would boost
mupu:r;r and vaccination coverage” he

The BEMP is also considering reintroducing
the Capture-Neuter-Vaccinate-Release (CNVR)
technique, where dogs are captured, treated,
and released within 24 hours.

Activists oppose move
However, activists have the move,
warning it risks the lives of dogs that develop
post-surgery complications.

Despite these challenges, the BEMP reported
progress, completing 11,700 surgeries and vacci-
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Rabies-positive cases among dogs
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Budget allocation for Animal Birth
Control and Rabies Vaccination

Budget allocation for stray dog
management in BBMP
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nating 71,434 dogs in just four months (April-July)
this vear. To ease vaccination efforts, feeders
were roped in to help catch dogs, a move that
worked well. The BEMP hopes to cover 2 lakh
dogps this year.

Yet, concerns remain. Activist Arun Prasad ar-
gued that AWEI rules are often flouted, especially
the requirement to release dogs at the same loca-
tion where they are picked up from. Relocation,
he warned, often triggers aggression as unfami-
liar environments cause fear.

Vikas admitted some unintentional reloca-
tions occurned, but insisted it was not defiberate.

“Even when released in their own area, anxiow
dogs sometimes run away, creating the impres
sion of relocation,” he explained.

Arun also stressed the need for wider vaccina
tion, pointing out that more than a lakh dogs mis:
out on annual anti-rabies vaccination (ARV)
While an average of 88,666 dogs are vaccinatec

annually, Bengaluru has 2.7 lakh strays, meaning
thousands go unprotected while others are re
vaccinated unnecessarily.

To fix this, the BBMP has allocated funds fo
trap cages, enabling feeders to help catch dog!
during sterilisation and vaccination drives. Mi
cmclnwngts:l.!n planned to prevent duplicat
vaccinations and track a dog’s location.

Microchipping

Currently, the BBMP relies on photographs &
identify vaccinated dogs, a flawed system with nc
proper records. Microchipping will store detail:
of vaccination history and location, helping t
prevent relocation errors, explain BBMP officials

The civic body is preparing tenders worth
¥3.23 crore for the project.

Arun, however, warned of possible healtt
risks for dogs. He claims that the microchip may
move in the dog's body, possibly leading to unfo
reseen diseases.

Officials defended the plan, noting that pilo
tests showed no side effects. “The chip is just 5-¢
mm, injected under the skin near the neck. |
stores data such as vaccination details and loca
tion,” a BBMP officer explained, adding that onk
five companies in India are eligible to execute the

While Shimla experimented with col

lared QR codes, the BEMP officials dis
missed the idea, saying dogs quickly re
move collars, often with the help o

3 other dogs, rendering the investmen
-

Feeding programme

To address aggression caused by
hunger, the BEMP has launched :

feeding programme.
Hemant Kumar explained that ma
ny bites occur when dogs feel threa
tened or are hungry. With garbage
dumps shrinking owing to better waste

4? collection, food scarcity has triggered mon

aggression. Vikas said the T288-crore project wil
feed 4,000 dogs in areas with frequent bite inci
dents. As of August 18, two contractors haw
come forward to participate in the tender.

Criticism arose over the inclusion of chicl:ﬂ
rice in the meals, but the BEMP clarified it wa

eooked and provided for protein.

Rashmi [¥Souza, former Karnataka Anima

Welfare Board member, explained that only raw
flesh poses a danger by trippering wild instinct:
in dogs. However, the BBMP is providing cookec
chicken, which she noted could be a benefit fon
the dogs.
“We urgently need to curb meat shops feeding
stray dogs because raw flesh can evoke wild in
stincts in dogs. The BEMP should issue sterr
warnings to such shops about this and cautior
them of revoking licences,” she said.

The BEMP also plans to launch an “Each One
Feed One” campaign to promote citizen partici
pation in feeding dogs ethically.

Hemant Kumar stressed that public awarenes:
is vital, as cruel acts by humans often provok
fear-driven bites from dogs. To this end, the
BBMP is considering awareness campaign:
across schools, buses, metro announcements
and bus shelters.

By rolling out multiple projects, the BEMP it
attempting to address the root causes of the dog
menace which are hunger, improper ABC imple
mentation, and vaccination.

Activists believe that the plan is comprehen
sive, except for the microchipping programme
and could serve as a possible model plan for oth
er States if implemented effectively. Yet, they
warn that plans must not remain on paper.

“Given the BEMP's reputation, marny assum

funt.ls will be misused. lmpiementamn is key t

ilding true co-exi e and hop
among people,” said Hemant Kumar.

In sharp contrast, the Supreme Court, in it
August 1l directive, stated, “We are conscious ang
sensitive of co-existence. The idea behind co-ex
istence is not the existence of one’s life at the cos
of the other.”




Should SC sit idly as Governors block Bills: CJI

The CJI refers to how the T.N. Governor

Solicitor-General says the top court has
encroached into the terrain of law-making

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

hief justice of India
C BR Gavai on

Thursday asked the
Union government if the
Supreme Court is sup-
posed to suspend its role as
the "custodian of the Con-
stitution” and sit powerless
while Governors make
competent State legisla-
tures defunct and thwart
the democratic will of the
people by sitting on Bills
for years together.

The Chief justice, head-
ing a Presidential Refe
rence Bench of five judges,
referred to how the Tamil
Nadu Governor had kept
crucial State Bills pending
for almost four years with-
out a word explaining why.

The oral observations
from the Chief Justice
came in response e Solici-
tor General Tushar Mehta's
submissions for the Union
government that the top
cour?, through its April 8
judgment, had encroached
into the terrain of law-mak-
ing and slighted high Con-
stitutional authorities like
the Governors and the Pre-

sident by imposing time k-
mits on them,

Mr. Mehta said that inac-
tion on the part of a Cansti-
tutianal authority like the
Governor was better ad-
dressed in the political
sphere. The Supreme
Court was not the only pro-
blem-solver in the country.
Every problem cannot be
resolved through a judicial
order, he said.

The Solicitor General
said the court should stick
to its rule declared in the
National Judicial Appoint-
ments Commission (NJAC)
judgment that each organ
of povernance — the lepisla-
ture, executive, and judici-
ary — must stick to its turf,

“We do not intend to mi-
cro-manage the povern-
ment. We will never inter-
fere. But suppose, if a
particular function is en-
trusted to the Governor,
and for years together he
withholds a 8il), will that
also be beyond the power
of judicial review of this
court... When this Court
has in the past set aside the
very Constitutional
Amendment [The Forty-se-
cond Constitutional

Is the court supposed to suspend its role and
watch as the people’s will is thwarted, asks CJI

QQ Suppose a constitutional
functionary entrusted
with certain functions refuses
to discharge those functions
without any valid reasons, are
the hands of the constitutional

courts tied? Are we
powerless?

JUSTICE B.R. GAVAL
Choef justeoe of India

Amendment Act of 1976],
which had limited the pow-
er of judicial review as a
violation of the Basic Struc-
ture, can we say this court
is mow powerless?" CJl Ga-
vai asked Mr. Mehta,

Constitutional powers
The Solicitor General res-
ponded that time limits
may apply to statutory
authorities like a District
Collector, but not to Con-
stitutional powers like the
President and Governors.
He said a Governor's posi-
tion was sui generis, as
they are appointed by the
Union government but are
also an integral part of the
State legislature.

The law officer said
there may be several rea-
sons, at times political or
democratic, for a Governor
to delay assent to a State
Bill. How could the Su-
preme Court step in and
prescribe deadlines when
none exist in the Constitu-
tion, he asked.

Justice P.S. Narasimha
said State Bills would be
left hanging in vacuum if
no outer time limits were
set for the Govermor to
grant assent.

“Though you cannot
spedify a time limit, but, at
the same time, there
should be some way by
which the process [of as-
senting to Bills] works. Can

it be a situation when it
means “full stop’ if the Go-
vernor chooses to not act
on a Bill... there is nothing
further?” Justice Narasim-
ha asked.

Mr. Mehta responded
that only “two or three
States™ have come to the
Supreme Court complain-
ing of their Governors.
There was no flood of liti-
gation against Governors.

To this, Justice Surya
Kant observed that Gover-
nors’ decisions o act or
not act varied from State to
State. He asked whether
the Centre was shutting off
aggrieved States from ap-
proaching ¢the court
against gubernatorial
inaction.

The Centre’s law officer
maintained that the judici-
ary cannot tie down the
President and Governors
to three-month timelines
as done in the April 8
judgment.

“But if there is a wrong,
there must be a remedy...
This court is a custodian of
the Constitution,” the Chief
Justice reacted. Mr. Mehta
said each organ was a cus-
todian of the Constifution

had kept Bills pending for almost four years

in its own feld.

Justice Narasimha said
seeking a sofution in the
political sphere each time
woubd result in a logjam.

The Solicitor replied
that issues like delays in as-
senting to Bills were not
solvable by the court. The
solution lay in the political
sphere where elected re-
presentatives were answer:
able to the people, at least
every five years,

“But the Governor is not
answerable to the people,”
the CJI pointed out.

Judicial restraint’
Referring to the April 8
judgment’s direction that
pending State Bills would
be deemed as approved if
the President and Gover-
nars did not act within the
three-month deadline, Mr.
Mehta said that restraint in
the exercise of judicial
power, especially when it
concerned high Constitu-
tional authorities, was a fa-
cet of the separation of
. which was a part
of the basic structure of the
Constitution.
The Chief Justice said
that while the Bench could

quite  appreciate  the
Centre's arguments against
restricting Governors and
the President to a “time-
bound programme™ and
the grant of ‘deemed as-
sent’, it could not accept a
situation in which the Go-
vernor merely sat for four
vears on State Bills.

*Then what happens to
the democratic set-up of
the government? What
happens to the will of the
two-third of the majority of
the legislature of a particu-
lar State? We are on the
question of a Governor, ho-
wever high he may be, sit-
ting on Bills passed by a

competent  legislature,”

Chief  Justice  Gavai
observed.
The Solicitor's reply was

illustrative. He asked if the
President could step in and
decide long-pending cases
in the Supreme Court.

“It cannot be that every
problem has a solution on-
Iy at the doors of this court,
and political and demo-
cratic solutions are not so-
lutions,” Mr. Mehta said,
concluding his submis-
sions for the Union govern-
ment.
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How women migrant electors are
disenfranchised in the Bihar SIR process

The Election Commission which has highlighted the Trequent migration of population from one place to another” as a justification for the ‘intensive
verification drive fails to mention marriage, which is the most common ground for female migration in India

Prasenjit Bose
The story so far:
he enumeration phase of the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
of electoral rolls in Bihar has
excluded around 65 lakh
electors from the draft electoral roll
published on August 1, 2025,

What did data show?

The aggregated data published by the
Election Commission of India (EC)
revealed permanent migration as the
predominant cause for the deletion of
names from the electoral roll as on June
24, 2025, which was the base roll for the
SIR exercise. Out of the 65 lakh total
deletions, over 55% entries were
categorised as permanently shifted or
untraceable, around 34% as deceased,
and only 10.8% as multiple enrolments
(Table 1).

The publication of separate Assembly
Constituency (AC)-wise lists of excluded
or deleted electors, as directed by the
Supreme Court, has made granular data
analysis possible. The Hindu’s Data Point
analysis based on the top nine ACs in
Bihar with the most deletions has
revealed that 56% of the 4.73 lakh
apgregate deletions in these ACs were
female electors. Out of the 2.68 lakh
female electors excluded from these nine
ACs, 46% were deleted for having
permanently shifted, 27% for being
untraceable, 20% as deceased and only
6% as multiple enrolments. 66% of the
1.23 lakh female electors deleted for
having permanently shifted were in the 18
to 39 years age cohort (Table 2),

‘What does the mass deletion of
female migrant voters imply?

The disproportionate deletion of
‘permanently shifted’ female electors in
the 18-39 age group points to the en
masse exclusion of married women, given
that Census data shows marriage to be the
predominant cause of female migration —
not only in Bihar but across India. 85.7%
of female migrants in Bihar migrated due
to marriage, as per latest available Census
data (2011). These findings not only
establish a built-in exclusionary bias
against migrants in the very design of the

Migrant women at a loss

The disproportionate deletion of ‘permanently shilted’ female electors in the 18-39 age group points
o the en masse exclusion of marmed women, given that Census data shows marriage to be the

pradominant cause of fernale migration

Table 1: Key findings from the enumeration Table 2: Findings of The Hindu’s Data Point based

phase of Bihar SIR [June 24-July 25, 2025)

on the top nine ACs in Bihar with the mast deletions

T T

Total electors (as " "
on Jure 24, 2025) ' s
Enumeration
forms received 7.24 918
by July 25, 2025)
Enumeration form
not submitted o A
| Total (in takh) | (%)

Excluded from o0
draft electoral roll = Loo
Permanenthy
shifed /not found = ik
Deceased 2 338
Enrolled st

sple plsces T 108

Source: Blection Commisson of india, Press Note &
ECI/PN2TD 2025 dated 27.07.2015
|

Bihar SIR 2025 process, but also a gender
bias against female migrant electors,
particularly young married women.

The eligibility criteria of a person to be
registered in the electoral roll of a specific
constituency is that they need to be
“ordinarily resident” in said
constituency as provided in the
Representation of the People Act, 1950.
However, the concept of “ordinary
residence”™ has not been clearly defined
anywhere in the statutes, leaving ample
scope for arbitrary or erroneous
deletions. The process followed under
Bihar SIR, involving submission of a filled
up enumeration form by existing electors
within a 30 days window, has further
added a new extra-legal criterion which is
hostile towards migrants in general and
migrant women in particular.

Can such deletion lead to
disenfranchisement?

It is notable that the EC's SIR order dated
June 24, which highlights “frequent

Souroe: “Behar SIR: Labest £C) data raises more g
higher defetions among women”, The Hindw, 210.08 200%

Total deletions | 473,190

Excluded femake y P
alockon 168829 56.1%
Reason-wise exclusion among temale etectars
Permanently . b
shifted 123825 46.1%
Untraceable 735615 T A%
Doceased 54,780 20.4%
Muitiple ;
anvol ts 16,609 6.2%
Age-wise breakup of permanentty shifted fomale
electors

18-39 yoars 81,679 66
40 & above 42,146 4%

Uestions over

migration of population from one place to
another on account of education,
livelihood and other reasons™ as a
justification for the supposed “intensive
verification drive to verify each person
betore enrolment as an elector” fails to
even mention marriage, which is the most
common ground for female migration in
India. EC’s SIR data clearly reveals that
deletions on account of multiple
enrolments are far less than the number
of deletions on account of migration.
Such deletions of permanently shifted
electors, without at least ensuring their
enrolment in their current place of
residence amounts to
disenfranchisement.

The EC's Manual on Electoral Rolls
(March 2023, Document 10, Edition 2)
states in Chapter 8 that, “Section 20 (7) of
the Representation of the People Act,
1950 provides that the Electoral
Registration Officer shall determine a
question as to where a person is ordinary
resident at any relevant time, with

reference to all facts and to such rules as
may be made by the Central Government
in consultation with the Election
Commission. The Central Government
and the Election Commission have not
made any rule on this subject till date.”

The decision of the Election
Commission of India to initiate the SIR
process in Bihar — a State with the highest
inter-State out-migration rate in India as
well as a high level of intra-State migration
— without first addressing the legal and
procedural ambiguities surrounding the
status of migrant electors, especially
those migrating because of marriage, has
led to the en masse exclusion and
disenfranchisement of migrant electors.
The EC’s unwarranted obsession with
“foreign illegal migrants” and citizenship
determination has deflected it from
addressing more relevant and critical
issues.

What is the way forward?

While resolving the larger question of
how to legally determine “ordinary
residence” for migrant ebectors in general
and marriage-driven migration in
particular may take some time,
immediate steps are required to prevent
the unjust en masse exclusion of migrant
electors in Bihar. The EC’s latest status
update issued on August 21 reports that
only 70,895 claims and objections and
2.28 lakh Form 6 applications (addition of
new electors) have been filed till date. At
this rate, a large bulk of 36 lakh electors
deleted as permanently shifted or
untraceable would remain excluded in
the final electoral roll.

Extending the deadline for filing claims
and objections by another 30 days,
initiating a process of re-verification of the
permanently shifted and untraceable
categories, and ensuring mandatory
re-enrolment of deleted migrant electors
in their current constituency of residence
may provide some relief. As far as female
migrants are concerned, the decision to
retain her name in the electoral roll of her
natal household or be transferred to her
marital household should rest with the
female elector herself, It should not be
imposed by the EC.

Prasenjit Bose is an economist and



Bills to oust arrested Ministers trigger chaos

Amit Shah and Venugopal engage in sharp

The Bills were referred to a Joint Committee of
Parliament comprising 21 LS and 10 RS members

Sandeep Phukan
Vijaitz singh
NEW DELHI

pposition and rul-

ing party MPs ex-

changed barbs in
the Lok Sablia on Wednes:
day over the government’s
claim of bringing in politi-
cal morality through three
new Bills allowing the re-
moval of elected represen-
tatives arrested on serious
criminal charges.

As the Bills were intro-
duced, Union Home Minis-
ter Amit Shah and Con-
gress leader K.C.
Vermugopal engaged in a
sharp spat over Mr. Shah's
2010 arrest while he was
Home Minister of Gujarat.

Trinamool  Congress
MPs escalated their protest
by tearing copies of the
proposed legisiation in
front of Mr. Shah’s seat, re-
sulting in a brief jostle bet-
ween Opposition and rul

ing party MPs. BJP
members, including Union
Ministers Kiren Rijiju and
Ravneet Singh  Birtu,
stepped in to shield Mr.
Shah, while the Trinamool
accused the Ministers of
“pushing and shoving™ wo-
men MPs.

As the Home Minister
introduced the three Rills,
Opposition MPs shouted
that they were “unconsti-
tutional and anti-federal”.
A resolution was passed by
a voice vote to refer them
to a Joint Committee of Par-
liament that will have 21
members from the Lok
Sabha and 10 from the Ra-
jva Sabha. The Committee
has been mandated to sub-
mit its report to the House
by the Winter Session.

The three Bills are the
Government of Union Ter-
ritories (Amendment) Bill,
2025; the Constitution
{One Hundred And Thir-
tieth Amendment} Bill,

The Union government says the pieces of legislation
are intended to bring ‘morality back into politics’

Bills in focus

1 Constitutian (One
Hundred And Thirtheth
Amendment) i, 2015

2025: and the Jammu and

Kashmir Reorganisation
{Amendment} Bill, 2025.
The Bills propose that any
Prime Minister, Chief Mi-
nisters, or Ministers who
are arrested and detained
in custody for 30 consecu-
tive days without obtaining
bail, on charges of commit-
ting an offence punishable
with imprisonment for five
years or more, shall be re-
moved from ofhce by the

Conditions for remeval:

= Arrested and detsined
far 30 consecutive days on
senaus criminal charges

O mare

Bill, 2025

Territores)

31st day. For example, the
Prime Minister in this sit-
uation can be removed by
the President, or a Chief
Minister by the Governor
of the State, if they do not
resign on their own.

‘Return to medieval era’
Leader of Opposition in
the Lok Sabha Rahul Gand-
hi, speaking at an event to
felicitate the joint Opposi-
tion Vice-Presidential can-

2 Gowernment of Unkan
Tesritores (Amendment)

Removal authority:

= The President (for PM and
Ursan Ministers)

= Gowernors [for CMs and

The three Bills tabled by the Home Minister proposs the remaval af
Prime Minister, Chief Ministers and Ministers under certa conditions

| 3 Jammis and Kashmir

Regrpanisation
| (Amendment) Bal, 2025

Additional
provision:
The legisiation
allows for the
possibility of

reappointment

» Facing charges of State Ministors)
offences punishabile ance tha
with impeisenment = Licutenant-Governors detained Minister
al five years [far Ministers in Union ar Chief Mindster

i releasedd

didate, said the Bills would
take the country back to
“medieval tirmes when the
King could remove anvbo-
dy at will”.

He explained how the
proposed legislation could
be used. "He tells ED to put
a case and a democratical-
Iy elected person is wiped
out within 30 days," Mr

As soon as the Bills were
tabled in the Lok Sabha at

2:00 p.m., the House wit-
nessed uproarious scenes
as Opposition members
trooped into the well, rais-
ing slogans. Opposition
MPs, including the Al
MIM's Asaduddin Owaisi
and Congress MPs Manish
Tewari and Mr. Venugopal,
opposed the introduction
of the Bills, saving that they
were against the Constitu-
tion and federalism.

Political morality
“Leaders of the BJP are say-
ing that this Bill is to bring
morality into politics. Can |
ask the Home Minister a
question? When he was the
Home Minister of Gujarat,
he was arrested. Did he
uphold morality at that
time?" Mr. Venugopal
asked,

Mr. Shah promptly res-
ponded by accusimg the
then-Congress government
at the Centre of levelling
false allegations.

exchange over the former’s arrest in 2010

“1 want to set the record
straight. Fake allegations
were levelled against me,
but despite that, [ abided
by morality and ethics and
not only resigned but did
not accept any constitu-
tional post until | was
cleared of all charges.” the
Home Minister said.

“The Constitution is be-
ing amended to turn this
country into a police
state,” warned Mr. Owaisi.

“The Bill opens the door
for political misuse,” said
Mr. Tewari.

Accusing the govern:
ment of bringing the Bills
in “undue haste”, Revolu-
tionary Socialist Pa.'rt}' MP
N.K. Premchandran said,
“These Bills are not being
introduced as per the pro-
cedures of the House...
They have not even been
circulated to members.”

RAMUL SLAMS BILLS
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Why India needs a national space law

What does the Outer Space Treaty of 1967 stipulate? Is it self-executing? Why is it important that countries enact their own national space legislations? What has
been Indias approach to space legislation? Why is creating affordable insurance frameworks for space startups crucial?

EXIFLAINER

The story so far:
ndia is set to celebrate its second
National Space Day on August 23,
Following Chandrayaan-3's
soft-landing near the lunar south
pole to the upcoming Gaganyaan and
Chandrayaan missions, as well as the
Bharat Antariksh Station, the Indian space
programme is set to make history many
times over. Yel an essential component
remains grounded - the legal
architecture. In the race to explore,
innovate, and commercialise outer space,
a strong space law is necessary.

What about global space legislation?
The Outer Space Treaty of 1967
establishes that space is the province of
all mankind, and therefore prohibits
national appropriation, and places
Nﬁpﬂnslhllltj' omn states for national
activities in space, whether conducted by
the government or private entities. lIts
companion agreements create binding
frameworks of rights, responsibilities, and
liability rules. However, these treaties are
not self-executing. According to Aarti
Haolla-Maini, director of the United
Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs
(UNDOSA), “The core United Nations
treaties on outer space provide the
foundational principles for all space
activities: from the peaceful use of outer
space to the nsibility and liability of
states. Nanunmﬂmnn is the means by
which nations can give effect to these
principles domestically, ensuring that
their prowing space sectors develop in a
safe, sustainable, and internationally
responsible way.” India has ratified the
key UN space treaties but it is still in the
process of enacting comprehensive
national space legislation.

While space policy may signal intent,
law is what creates an enforceable
structure. “National space legislation
offers predictability, legal clarity, and a

The ISRD carrying out the Well Deck trials of the Gaganyaan miswens's crew madule in 2024, pLE PHOTD

stable regulatory emvironment for both
government and private actors,” Rossana
Deim-Hoffmann, UNDOSA Global Space
Law Project Lead said. Many countries
now have national space legislation.
Japan, Luxembourg, and the U.S. have
enacted framewaorks to facilitate licensing,
liability coverage, and commercial rights
OVET Space activities.

Will India enact similar legislation?
India’s approach to space legislation
reflects a methodical, incremental
strategy. As space law expert Ranjana
Kaul notes, “It should be understood that
rmnrmlq:acch!g:slmmmdu(bstm

operations in orbit by commercial entities
— this is the first aspect of ‘authorisation”
process under Article VI [of the Outer
Space Treaty]. The Department of Space
is proceeding meticulously in this matter.”
This methodical approach has yielded

| concrete regulatory developments, which

includes the Catalogue of Indian
Standards for Space Industry, critical for
ensuring the safety of space operations;
the Indian Space Policy, providing details
of activities that non-governmental
entities are encouraged to undertake; and
the IN-SPACe Norms, Guidelines and
Procedures (KPG) for implementation of
Indian Space Policy, 2023, in respect of
authorisation of space activities,

However, the second component is still
pending. According to Dr. Kaul, “(ii) the
overarching regulatory framework
(vextual part) - this is the ... ‘space
activities law” that will contain provisions
of the OST that are meticulously,

carefully, appropriately drafted.”

From the industry’s standpoint, the
current regulatory transition creates
significant operational challenges. Gp.
Capt. T.H. Anand Rao (retd.), director of
the Indian Space Association, identified
priorities for national space legislation

beginning with the fundamental need for
a statutory authority.

“IN-SPACe, which currently operates
without formal legal backing, requires
clear statutory authority to strengthen its
role as the central body." Mr.
Rao =aid. “The national space law should
clearly set out licensing rules,
qualifications, application processes,
acceptance or denial, to avoid
unnecessary delays and confusion from
multiple ministry approvals.™ The
dual-use nature of space technologies
creates particular complications, with
companies facing delays from multiple
ministry clearances even after provisional
approvals. Clear FDI rules, such as
allowing 100% FDI in satellite component
manufacturing under automatic routes,
would attract critical capital for startups
tor scale operations. This operational
clarity extends to lability frameworks,
with Mr. Rao emphasising that “while
India is ultimately responsible
internationally, private companies must
hold proper third-party insurance to
cover any damages. This includes creating
affordable insurance frameworks for
startups managing high-value space
assets. Innovation protection remains
equally crucial, “legislation should secure
intellectual property rights without
excessive government control, encourage
partnerships among industry, academia,
and government, and foster investor
trust.” This balanced approach would
prevent migration of talent and
technologies to more IP-friendly
jurisdictions. Mr. Rao also stressed the
need for mandatory accident
investigation procedures, enforceable
space debris management lrws, unified
frameworks for space-related data and
satellite communications, and an
independent appellate body to prevent
conflicts of interest. Without statutory
backing, IN-SPACe"s decisions remain
vulnerable to ch 5.

Shrawani Shagun is a researcher
focusing on environmental sustainability
and space governance.
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